
Clearway School
61 Chestnut Street

West Newton, MA 02465

ELECTIVE CHOICES AND REQUIREMENTS FOR FIRST SEMESTER 2007-2008

REQUIREMENTS

The WriterÕs Workshop period will be assigned during an elective block.  Tutorial
meetings with the Educational Counselor are scheduled throughout the week.  Every
student will take gym class to fulfill the physical education requirement unless waived
by the sending school system.

1.  Writer’s Workshop
In Writer’s Workshop you meet with your English class and teacher to focus on writing process, structure and
composition, grammar and punctuation, organization and format, editing and rewriting techniques.

1 period
2.  Tutorial

Each student meets with his/her Educational Counselor at a regularly scheduled weekly meeting.

3.  Gym Class
This class will provide students with a variety of gym experiences.  Possibilities include units in rock climbing,
karate, weight training, and use of personal fitness machines.

2 periods

ASSIGNED ELECTIVES

Students may be assigned to some of the following electives based on sending school
system requirements, age requirements, or IEP requirements.

4.  Vocational Exploration
This class will explore the world of work, both generally and in terms of specific experiences students will

need,
such as job applications, social security numbers, interviews, etc.  Tours and visits will extend the experience
from the classroom to the real world, including visits to Clearway School workstudy sites, depending on

student
interest.

1 period
5.  Post Graduate Studies / College Applications

High school seniors will research college prep and college training programs at local colleges and universities,
receive assistance with the college application process, receive career counseling to help determine realistic
future goals, review and prepare for the SAT’s, and visit and/or interview at specific colleges.  This class
provides the opportunity to review essays, prepare resumés, and provide each other with support.

1 period
6.  Social Group

Selected students will meet with the school social worker in an activity-based group which will focus on social
and peer interactions, how to make and keep friends, and tolerance and acceptance of peers.

1 period
7.  Group on Adolescent Issues

Selected students will meet with the school social worker to discuss common issues in adolescent growth and
development, particularly as pertains to their own experience.

1 period

8.  Pragmatic Language Sequence



Students who receive speech and language services will be assigned to small groups with the
Speech/Language Pathologist focused on language development and our five-stage pragmatic language
curriculum that addresses the nonverbal and verbal aspects of communicative exchanges.

1 period
9.  Keyboarding / Assistive Technology

Students will learn and practice keyboarding skills using a keyboarding program.  They will also explore
various forms of assistive technology to determine which ones are helpful, including using textbooks on tape,
voice activated software for writing, computer read-back software for editing essays, graphing calculators,
investigation of homework support websites, etc.  Most work will be done on the laptop computers or in the
computer lab.

1 period

ELECTIVE CHOICES

Students have between one and nine elective slots to fill with choices from the
following list.  The exact number depends on each studentÕs individual program.

Please rank order 15 or more choices from the list below.  We will try to accommodate
your wishes.

Applied Academic and Life Skills Choices

10.  Greek Mythology
In this class students will explore the myths of ancient Greece.  They will study the various gods and
goddesses, read a variety of myths, and examine the relevance of these ancient stories to modern life.

1 period                       .
11.  Asia in the 20th Century

Most people in the West have a poor understanding of the huge changes in Asia during the last hundred
years and how these changes have affected the world we live in today.   Historic events like the Rape
of Nanking, the conflict between the Kuomingdang and the Communist Chinese, the issue of Western
colonization and the Boxer Rebellion and many other forces have implications for our future economic and
political relationships.  This class will survey some of these issues using readings, videos, and other
resources.

1 period                       .
12.  Scientific American

Most science classes learn about science as it has developed over the years.  This class will learn about the
science that is happening today, by reading, discussing, and analyzing articles from Scientific American and
other science periodicals.  We will cover a range of topics from astronomy, physics, chemistry, biology,
technology, and psychology.

1 period                       .
13.  Comparative Religions

Issues of faith have become more and more prominent in our world.  This course will offer a survey of the
world’s largest religions, including some historical data, as well as their basic tenets.  Guest speakers will be
invited when possible to provide more depth to our learning.

1 period                       .
14.  Service Learning Project

This class will focus on the many different ways students can participate in community service.  Activities will
include reading at a headstart program, participating in games and arts and crafts at a local nursing home,
and possibly doing a food drive.  Students will research root causes of their issue and policies designed to
address the problem at national and international levels.  They will research local charitable work
opportunities, explore ways of performing direct service within the community, and will reflect upon the
experience.

1 period                       .
15.  Influential Women of the 20th Century

This class will study a variety of women who have made contributions to the 20th century in the fields of
politics, medicine, sports, and media.  Students will learn about a different figure each week and their
contributions to the world.  Students will participate in a variety of readings, some short note taking, and a
project about an influential woman of their choice at the end of the semester.

1 period                       .



16.  Genocides
Students will examine the historical events that have been classified as genocide.  This class will draw on the
Facing History and Ourselves curriculum to explore these tragic events and examine why they have occurred.
Topics will include the Holocaust, the Armenian persecution, and the Rwandan events.

1 period                       .
17.  Science Fiction Book Club

In this class we will read, discuss, analyze, and write about one of the classic works of science fiction.
Possible titles include Dune, Stranger in a Strange Land, Ender’s Game, Speaker for the Dead, The Left
Hand of Darkness, or The Demolished Man.  When choosing our book, student suggestions and preferences
will be considered.

1 period                       .
18.  Poetry Workshop

In this class students will explore various modes of poetry in their own writing.  Students will create poems
based on different exercises given in class.  Students will also read samples of poems from established poets
to continue to enlarge their sense of what makes a poem a poem.

1 period                       .
19.  Current Events

We live in exciting times, and this class will investigate some of the ongoing issues and events that make
them so.  State, national, and world news will be studied and discussed in class, and students will be
required to work on their own to follow stories, contribute to discussions and make brief presentations.

1 period                       .
20.  CSI:  Newton

This class is an introduction to the study of forensic science.  Like real-life forensic scientists, students will
observe carefully, organize and record data, think critically, and conduct simple tests to solve crimes like theft,
dognapping, vandalism, and water pollution.

1 period                       .
21.  Psychology

Why do people feel, think, and act the way they do?  For over a century psychologists have been searching
for an answer to this question.  We will study the basic ideas in perceptual, personality, social,
developmental, and abnormal psychology by reading about, discussing and researching various aspects of
the topic.

1 period                       .
22.  History of Rock Music

This class will cover the entire history of rock music from its African roots to today’s popular bands.  Students
will investigate the various genres of rock over the years and how they affected society on many levels.  In-
class research as well as lectures and videos will be part of this class.

1 period                       .
23.  The Battles of the American Revolution

The battles of the War of Independence are fascinating, yet we don’t have enough time in history class to
study them in depth.  Find out why Benedict Arnold the traitor saved the Revolution, why Washington wasn’t
a great general, and how Henry Knox’s engineering skills helped break the Siege of Boston.

1 period                       .
24.  Creative Writing Workshop

Students will explore and try their hand at various styles of writing including short stories, autobiography, and
poetry.  Students will share work with the class for feedback.

1 period                       .
25.  Astronomy

Students will learn about the universe, its history, and its parts.  Units will include the stars, the moon, the
sun, the planets, theories of how the universe began, and how scientists learn about space.  Students will
participate in hands-on activities, research, and Internet based activities.

1 period                       .
26.  Shakespeare’s Comedies

The Bard of Avon wrote some of the funniest plays ever.  Once you get past the period language, his
characters and situations are as funny as any Will Ferrell or Borat film.  This class will read and discuss some
of his best.  (Be aware, these plays contain adult content.)

1 period                       .
27.  Logic and Game Theory

This class will explore logical thinking and the math behind the games, including poker, chess, strategy
games, and more.  We will see some of the implications game theory has on economics, and learn about
John Nash, who is featured in the movie A Beautiful Mind.

1 period                       .



28.  Photo Journals
Students in this class will take regular mini field trips, photographing objects or scenes that inspire them.
They will then create a written piece that reflects the picture they are using.

1 period                       .
29.  Warriors

People have always had a fascination with warriors, perhaps because of the need to defend themselves or
the urge toward aggression.  In this class students will study some of the great warriors in history.  Included
will be the Apache, Roman gladiators, Ghurkas, Green Berets, and others.  (Some violent content will be
covered).

1 period                       .
30.  Storytelling

Learn the art of the ancient verbal tradition of storytelling.  We will study the variety of styles of storytelling
from hands-in-lap stories to active story and song.  Students will learn to prepare and perform their own
stories.

1 period                       .
31.  Sociology and Social Psychology

Social psychology is the study of the nature and causes of human social behavior.  Students will learn the
basics of social psychology theory and then study current developments and research in the field.  We will
look at perceptions of others, prejudices, conformity, sociobiology, social economics, and persuasion.

1 period                       .                                              
32.  Environmental Action

Do you care about the environment and want to make a difference?  If so, come and figure out how to live
out the saying “Think globally, act locally.”  We will not just learn about issues facing the environment but will
take action!  As a class we will choose projects to work on that raise environmental awareness in our
community, change our own actions, and make a difference for the earth.

1 period                       .
33.  Book Club

Students in this class will cooperatively choose a novel to read and discuss as a group.  During class we will
read aloud, discuss the themes of the book, and relate the novel to our lives.  Students will create their own
personal response to the book in the form of writing, art, poetry, song, etc.  Students will be expected to read
approximately 1 hour per week outside of school.

1 period                       .
34.  Comedy Writing

Using the principles of comedy found in the Comic Tool Box, we will develop a story or script.  This can later
be used in another class for a video or live production.

1 period                       .
35.  Pop Culture in Print

We will be reading from a variety of sources including magazine articles, newspaper editorials, non-fiction
essays, and memoirs to examine how popular culture appears in writing.  We will examine not only current
literature but also literature from other eras, particularly that of the 60’s and 70’s.  Subjects may include
heroes, celebrities, wars, protests, and movements.

1 period                       .
36.  Nutrition and Cooking

This class will use a “30 minute meal” format to produce nutritionally balanced, healthful food items.  Students
will practice basic skills in food preparation with emphasis on safety and creativity.  Students will make food
from a variety of food categories including salads, pasta, grains, vegetables, poultry, meat, and fish.  Some
classes will be spent studying nutrition, compiling cookbooks, and watching cooking videos.

1 period                       .

Arts and Fine Arts Choices

37.  Basic Drawing  (Beginning, Intermediate and Advanced Levels)
Students will learn basic techniques utilizing various mediums (pencil, charcoal, pen & ink, etc.).  They will be
working from life as well as from their imaginations.  Students will explore different drawing challenges
(portrait, still life, animals, etc.).

1 period                       .
38.  Cartooning

Students will learn to develop characters in graphic illustration using pencil, pen, watercolor, etc.  Each
student will formulate her/his own character and learn to create people, animals and objects.  Students will
be introduced to the elements of cartoon sequences including character, frames, story boards, story line, and
creating a book.



1 period                       .
39.  Painting (Acrylic)

Students will learn painting techniques using acrylic paints.  Students will paint on canvas as well as paper
and will learn to mix paint to attain variation of color.

1 period                       .
40.  Collage

Collage is paper stuck to paper in creative ways.  Picking up where Pablo Picasso left off when he glued a
piece of paper onto another piece, we will use torn magazines, drawings and other materials to create art.
Students will also be expected to “translate” an existing painting into a collage.

1 period                       .
41.  Watercolor

Students will use watercolor as a medium and will learn and practice watercolor techniques such as wet on
wet, washes, scumbling, and stippling.  Still life, portraits, and animals will be executed with watercolors.

1 period                       .
42.  Fashion Design

Students will create their own original designs, learning about color and form in fashion.  They will start with
colored pencil and finish by painting with gouache.  Students will design their own accessories and learn
some of the history of fashion design.

1 period                       .
43.  Mixed Media (3-Dimensional Art)

Students will work with 3-dimensional design mixed with 2-dimensional materials such as drawing, paper, or
paint on a 3-dimensional structure.  We will use wood, cardboard, papier maché, and other materials.

1 period                       .
44.  Ceramics

Students will travel to the New Art Center to learn ceramics using a potter’s wheel, including how to center
and throw on a wheel.

1 period                       .
45.  Woodworking

Students travel to a local woodshop to work with an on-site instructor.  They will perform precise
measurements, read and follow blueprints, use a variety of mechanical and hand-held tools, and produce
and stain their project.  Students will read material from woodworking journals, magazines, and texts related
to the tools and skills they are learning.  Students will work on one or two long-term projects this semester.

2 periods                      .
46.  Digital Music Production

Students in this elective will learn the fundamentals of recording and creating digital music.  With the use of
the recording software Cubase LE and the sequencing software Project 5, students will create their own
music, learn how to mix, and convert their files to mp3s.  No musical experience is necessary.

1 period                       .
47.  Introduction to Acoustic Guitar

Students in this elective will learn the basics of playing the acoustic guitar.  Topics covered will include tuning,
finger exercises, scales, and chords.  Students will also learn about the history of the instrument and how to
care for it.  No experience is necessary and students of all levels are encouraged to join.

1 period                       .
48.  Drumming and Percussion Group

Students will use different kinds of hand drums and percussion instruments to learn to play various rhythms
together while learning about other cultures, working together, building confidence through task mastery, and
exploring alternate means of self-expression.

1 period                       .
49.  Rock Ensemble

Students will explore different instruments used in a rock ensemble (guitar, bass, drums, keyboards, vocals,
etc.) to learn to create and play music together, conduct open jam sessions, and try their hand at some
collective song-writing.  They will possibly record or perform their music.

1 period                       .
50.  Video Production

In this class students will learn various techniques of digital video production.  Students will explore various
video forms (i.e. commercials, music videos, extreme sports videos) and responsibilities.  No experience
necessary.

1 period                       .
51.  Video Journalism

Each week students cover a good news story here at Clearway School.  We will write, tape, and edit within a
fifty-minute time frame.



1 period                       .
52.  Improv

Make it up as you go along!  This art form combines acting and storytelling in a scenic structure.
1 period                       .

53.  Musical Improv
When words fail we burst into song to express our heightened emotions.  This is an extension of traditional
scenic improv where we learn song structures and simple dance moves.

1 period                       .
54.  Playback Improv

In this form we take stories told to us by the audience and play them back in a variety of forms.  Our aim is to
find and express the essence of the story so that it brings greater understanding and insight to both the
teller and the listener.

1 period                       .
55.  Theater Performance

This class will perform a play to be chosen to match the size of the available cast, culminating in an evening
performance for families and members of the community.  Students will learn how to prepare characters, work
as part of an ensemble, and how to evaluate performances.  When not practicing lines, students will work on
sets, costumes and props, and improve their improvisation skills.  This year we will consider performing a
musical.

2 periods                      .

Physical Activity Choices

56.  Sports Skills
Students will participate in a variety of sports including football, basketball, soccer, and tennis.  They will learn
new skills and work on teaching skills they have mastered.  Students will participate outdoors in all types of
weather conditions including cold and wet weather.  Emphasis will be on teamwork, skill building, and
sportsmanship.  Students who sign up for this class must be prepared to exercise even in bad weather.

1 period                       .
57.  Pilates and Yoga

Students will be introduced to the fundamentals of both Pilates and yoga during this fitness class.  Pilates
exercises strive to strengthen the core muscles of the body with a focus on the abdominal.  Yoga exercises
stretch and strengthen the entire body.  Students will become familiar with basic routines and practice during
each class using exercise mats.

1 period                       .
58.  Fitness

Students participating in this class will work to achieve personal fitness goals through a variety of aerobic
activities.  They will be introduced to key elements of physical fitness including stretching, nutrition, plyometric
routines, and weight training.  Assessment will be based on full participation and progress towards fitness
goals.  Students will exercise outside come rain or shine or bitter cold.

1 period                       .
59.  Outdoor Sports (Golf, Hiking, Snowshoeing)

Over the course of the semester students will spend four to six weeks each on a variety of outdoor sports
activities including golfing, hiking, and snowshoeing.  All equipment and instruction is provided.  Students
must be prepared to take part in ALL activities in ALL weather.

2 periods                      .



Name______________________

My Elective Choices in Preferential Order

1._________________________________ 11.______________________________

2._________________________________ 12.______________________________

3._________________________________ 13.______________________________

4._________________________________ 14.______________________________

5._________________________________ 15.______________________________

6._________________________________ 16.______________________________

7._________________________________ 17.______________________________

8._________________________________ 18.______________________________

9._________________________________ 19.______________________________

10.________________________________ 20.______________________________


